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ONCS Guidelines for 

Graphical User Interfaces

· Use of GUI tools: 

ONCS does not require the use of specific GUI tools or standards for developing graphical user interfaces within the PHENIX Online environment. However ONCS considers itself only responsible for supporting officially recommended tools. [Note that this not only affects the installation of user interface tools on ONCS computers, but also its maintenance, in particular in case of incompatibilities due to an upgrade for the operating system.]

· Recommended GUI Tools:

ONCS recommends the use of the following three user interface environments:

1. Java 

2. MEDM (Motif Editor and Display Manager ) for EPICS user interfaces

3. Root

· General Layout of User Interfaces:

The standard layout with pulldown menus from top similar to eg Microsoft Word is recommended.

· Use of  Color: 

Red is the “danger color”: Halt, stop, prohibited, user interaction is now required, etc

Yellow/Orange is used for warnings, indications that something is going on

Green means success, ok, continue

Blue is used for any control button, slider, menu, text entry etc, i.e. for everything that makes something happen. This allows the operator to quickly see the spots, where he/she is able to give input, change a parameter etc.

[Note: this convention is compatible with the EPICS/MEDM color standard.

· Use of  “…” in text sections:

Text sections that lead to further GUI activities should end with a “…”.

Example: A button labeled “download” leads to a download action when it is pressed, whereas a button labeled “download …” will pop up another window, which gives the user the opportunity to cancel the download, select between different download options or press an “ok” button to start the download.

