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Rationale behind BNL Cafe

•Scientific excellence of lab does not only depend on 
scientific facilities

•Non-tangible factors, such as a pleasant work 
environment, and open spaces for thinking, 
discussions, and brainstorming can also contribute 
substantially

•Many open spaces in existing labs are based on 
availability of coffee, food, etc.



•CERN cafeteria is centrally-located, with excellent
views of Jura and French Alps



•Serves excellent coffee nearly 24 hours/day, 365 days/
year (except from 1-6 am & when lab is closed)

•Outdoor & indoor seating at small tables

•Good for discussions, meetings with colleagues and 
guests



•LHC Office Building (Bat. 40) has a central atrium also
providing cafe facilities 



•Variable-sized tables facilitating impromptu meetings 
with colleagues and/or competitors



Existing BNL Resources

•BNL has several spaces which provide coffee at 
various times, but are not dedicated to this 
purpose
•Berkner hall - only open until 2:30, far from most lab 

buildings

•Brookhaven center - only open in the evenings, very 
far from lab buildings

•Departmental coffee areas - limited access to space 
and coffee/food

•None of these are centrally-located, open during 
day & evening, appealing to staff & visitors



•It would be a great addition to BNL’s world-class 
scientific life to have a world-class public area
in the Research Support Building



Proposal for BNL Cafe

•The user community is well-aware of the new 
buildings being built on site
•First major new building in many years

•Research Support Building (RSB) fulfills several 
features desired for a “BNL Cafe”
•Centrally-located, near many labs & departments

•Appealing to staff & visitors: newly-built with nice 
views of laboratory (especially after landscaping)

•Coffee & food are envisioned at some level

•We are proposing a particular design and concept 
for a Cafe in the RSB Atrium and common area



•Location of RSB on BNL site map shows central
location, proximity to departments and labs



•RSB atrium sits amidst a newly-landscaped region of 
the lab: excellent “introduction” to BNL for outside 
guests



•RSB first floor has a large atrium “Lobby” and 
covered “common area” (already with tables)



•RSB first floor has a large atrium “Lobby” and 
covered “common area” (already with tables)
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•Baseline scenario
• Coffee vendor placed in covered area

• Tables placed near edges of open 
spaces (small, flexible arrangement)

•Open-air cafe enviroment

•Normal traffic unimpeded
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What will be provided

•Crucial features
•Good quality coffee & snacks, appealing environment, 

walking access, open during evening hours

•Does not have to be inexpensive coffee
•Starbucks knows that people will pay substantial 

premium for quality coffee

•Starbucks branch would be most appealing option
•Not sure if this is allowed under BSA rules
•Nayyarsons required to operate everything on site?



Broad Support throughout Lab Community

• Everyone we have discussed this with is strongly interested in 
such a facility

• Different departments

• Staff, administration, students, visitors

• Student/Postdoc association (ASAP) has been requesting a 
similar thing since its inception, without success

• Providing a common area for all of these people can create a 
strong sense of community

• Especially important at this time, with so many new facilities 
(RHIC II/eRHIC, NSLS II, CFN) on the horizon

• May inspire new scientific (and non-scientific) initiatives at BNL 
by bringing different subgroups together in a shared space

• Excellent “introduction” for future BNL users and guests


